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What is a Fiancé(e) Visa and How Does it Work? 
Written by Lesley Irizarry-Hougan, Seattle Immigration Lawyer 
 
If a U.S. citizen wants to marry someone who lives outside the U.S., but wants to be married inside the U.S., a 
fiancé(e) visa (K Visa, Form I-129F) is a valid option. This guide discusses this visa and how it works.  Please 
consult an attorney for your particular situation. 
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What is a fiancé(e) visa (K Visa)? 
If a U.S. citizen wants to marry someone who lives outside the U.S., but wants to be married inside the U.S., a 
fiancé(e) visa (K Visa, Form I-129F) is a valid option. The fiancé(e) visa allows the U.S. citizen to petition for their 
fiancé(e), allowing the fiancé(e) to enter the U.S. Once the fiancé(e) enters, the petitioner and fiancé(e) have 90 days 
to marry. If you are already married, you can file a Fiancé (e) Visa at the same time as Form I-130 (click here to see 
prior blog post), which may allow your spouse to come to the U.S. sooner. To petition for a foreign fiancé(e) the 
U.S. citizen sends Form I-129F, along with necessary proofs, to USCIS. Once the visa is approved, the approval is 
forwarded to the National Visa Center and then to the U.S. Consulate or Embassy with jurisdiction of the area where 
the foreign fiancé(e) lives where an interview with the foreign fiancé(e) takes place and additional documents will 
need to be submitted. If the foreign fiancé(e) has any children under the age of 21, they can typically be included on 
the visa to be able to enter the U.S. also. 
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What are the proofs needed 
The petitioner must prove that he/she and the fiancé(e) have a legitimate relationship and are not committing fraud. 
To do so, proofs such as phone records, text messages, emails, photos, or any other records of communication 
should be provided. Additionally, USCIS requires that the couple have met each other in person within two years of 
filing (except for certain circumstances), and that the couple is legally eligible to marry. Some of the proofs to 
establish eligibility are: (1) Latest year of U.S. Income Taxes for the U.S. citizen; (2) 2 passport style pictures for 
both; (3) Marriage certificate (if applicable) (4) Birth certificates for all (and any children of the fiancée, if 
applicable); (5) Proof of legal status in the U.S. for petitioner (if born in U.S. birth certificate, or U.S. Passport, 
naturalization certificate); (6) Divorce Decrees for both (if applicable); (7) List of address/employment for both for 
the last 5 years & address outside of US; (8) Evidence of trips together/proof of your relationship. 

Additional Resources 
Immigration Law Blog - What’s the 1st step to petitioning for an immediate relative? 
http://www.immigrationlawseattle.com/blog/2014/2/5/whats-the-1st-step-to-petitioning-for-an-immediate-relative 
 
Immigration Law Blog - What is a Fiancé(e) Visa and How Does it Work? 
http://www.immigrationlawseattle.com/blog/2014/4/16/what-is-a-fiance-visa-and-how-does-it-work 
 
Immigration Law Blog - ¿Qué es Una Visa de Prometido(a) y Cómo Funciona? 
http://www.immigrationlawseattle.com/blog/2014/4/17/que-es-una-visa-de-prometido-prometida-y-como-funciona 


